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Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission — Twelfth Report — “WA Police Union 
complaint in regard to the partiality of the Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission” 

— Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Prior to the interruption of the debate for the taking of questions without notice, we were 
deeply ingrained in consideration of the twelfth report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and 
Crime Commission, which Madam Chair will be very familiar with, tabled on 8 May. We were considering the 
parliamentary inspector’s response to the serious complaint made by the WA Police Union; that complaint, as I 
outlined earlier, came to the committee on 20 January 2014, having had its early genesis in a public hearing on 
4 December last year. 

Prior to the interruption of the debate for the taking of questions without notice, we were looking at what exactly 
the parliamentary inspector had said when using his right of reply. I quote from page 2 of his letter to the 
committee dated 28 March 2014, which reads — 

Under s195(1)(c) of the Act, one of my functions is to assess the effectiveness and appropriateness of 
the Commission’s procedures. If, in the area of investigation and monitoring of the conduct of other 
investigators, police officers were to refuse their co‐operation and thereby force the Commission to 
resort in every case to the formal processes of enforcement to which I have referred above it would 
obviously delay the prompt resolution of specific matters of inquiry across the board. 

The committee, in considering this matter, made a number of observations. I draw members’ attention to page 7 
of the report and the following remarks by the committee — 

The functions and powers of the Parliamentary Inspector are contained in sections 195 and 196 of the 
Corruption and Crime Commission Act 2003 (the CCC Act). Section 195(1)(c) gives the PICCC power 
“to assess the effectiveness and appropriateness of the Commission’s procedures”. Section 196(2) of the 
CCC Act also gives the PICCC power “to do all things necessary or convenient for the performance of 
the Parliamentary Inspector’s functions.” 

When the committee considered the matters raised by the police union and the application of the CCC act, it 
affirmed that — 

… it is incumbent on the Parliamentary Inspector to take whatever means are necessary to carry out his 
functions. In some circumstances this may include consideration of the impact of court judgments made 
in other jurisdictions. 

As I complete the consideration of this report, I note that, as is customary, the committee, in handling these albeit 
infrequent matters, provided a copy of the response from the parliamentary inspector to the complainant in this 
case—the WA Police Union—for any final submission it might like to make. It is worth noting that upon being 
contacted by the committee to ascertain whether a final submission would be forthcoming, the police union 
advised that it chose not to make a further submission on its complaint. With the benefit of all that information, 
the committee then resolved to make a number of findings, and in this instance to table the report in Parliament. 
I should indicate at this point that it is not necessarily standard practice for the committee to table a report for 
every complaint it receives. The committee elected to do so in this situation because of the seriousness of the 
allegation, because it had its genesis in a public hearing, and also to avoid any impact on the future operations of 
the office of the parliamentary inspector in the event that the complaint was sustained. Unless anybody else has a 
keen desire to contribute to this report, I might seek your discretion for an additional five minutes. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: To conclude, the committee decided to table this report and made four findings as 
follows — 

Finding 1 

The Joint Standing Committee finds that, in the matter raised by the WA Police Union of Workers, the 
Parliamentary Inspector acted in accordance with sections 195 and 196 of the Corruption and Crime 
Commission Act 2003. 

Finding 2 

The Joint Standing Committee finds that the assertion that the Parliamentary Inspector acted outside of 
his statutory functions, is incorrect. 

Finding 3 
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The Joint Standing Committee finds that the allegation by the WA Police Union of Workers about the 
partiality of the Parliamentary Inspector, is without foundation. 

The last finding is interesting, because one might argue that it is in fact not a finding but it may be a statement of 
fact. It reads — 

Finding 4 

The Parliamentary Inspector continues to have the bi‐partisan support of the Joint Standing Committee. 

Although there is no formal mechanism, if you like, for making findings of fact, I think it was an important 
statement for the committee to make. At the end of the day, given the seriousness of this matter I think it is 
incredibly important that people understand that in this instance the complaint had no foundation and the 
parliamentary inspector continues to have the full support of the committee in undertaking his very important 
role, and indeed service to the Western Australian community. The committee hopes this will mark a line in the 
sand with respect to this matter. We respect the union’s desire to put forward a complaint, and the committee has 
taken it most seriously and has concluded the matter. This now, if you like, frees the parliamentary inspector to 
continue to carry out his important duties, including receiving any complaints about the conduct of the 
Corruption and Crime Commission. The last thing the committee would want to see is a situation of people not 
having confidence in the office of the parliamentary inspector, making them reluctant to put forward complaints 
to his office. I am pleased this matter is now resolved, and that we can continue to support the important work of 
the parliamentary inspector. With those remarks, I recommend that the report be noted. 

Question put and passed. 
 


